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Reading Performance, Habit, and Attitude of
Hong Kong Secondary School Students:
Findings from PISA

Esther Sui-chu HO

Abstract

Based on the first cycle of PISA (Programme for International
Student Assessment), this paper aims to examine the nature and
relationship between reading performance, habit, and attitude of
Hong Kong secondary school students. Findings suggested that
the performance of Hong Kong’s 15-year-old students is quite well
in reading literacy, with the average score of 525, ranking 6th
among 40 plus participating countries/regions. The scores for
the three processes of reading (namely retrieving information,
interpreting, and reflecting) are 522, 522, and 538 respectively,
which are significantly higher than the respective OECD
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
averages of 498, 501, and 502. However, the index of reading
self-concept for Hong Kong students is significantly lower than
the OECD average, which appears to be inconsistent with their
good performance. Overall, high achievers tend to be: girls;
studying in schools with high academic intake; having positive
attitude toward and high interest in reading; spending at least 30
minutes reading different types of books everyday. These findings
have significant implications for promoting reading climate at
home, school, and community levels.
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