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A Critical Literature Review on the

Effectiveness of Integrated Curriculum

Zhang Shuang & Lam Chi-chung

Abstract

Curriculum integration has a fairly long history, with its heyday
in the 1920s and 1930s. Recently, many places such as
Singapore, Mainland China, and Taiwan have been promoting
integrated curriculum as one of the curriculum reform initiatives
that aim to enhance the quality of teaching and learning. Such
a move has raised debates about the effectiveness of
integrated curriculum and disciplined-based curriculum. In
recent years, a number of studies have been conducted on
the potentials and outcomes of integrated curriculum. What
conclusions have they come to? Are these conclusions
sound? Are there any issues that warrant further study? In
this book, the literature on the effectiveness of integrated
curriculum is reviewed critically, aiming to clarify what the
researchers can tell us about this important issue. This will
help enrich the substance of the debate and better inform
curriculum policy-makers and frontline teachers.
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