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Differential Educational Opportunitiesin
Hong Kong: A Review

TSE Kwan-choi

(Abstract)

The issue of equality of educational opportunity, in terms
of its relevance to social justice, openness of a society,
and citizenship, is significant to both politics, educational
policy and academic discussion. While most people in
Hong Kong ascertain the achievement of the
implementation of 9-year free and universal education and
quest for quality education, the reality of inequality under
universal education is largely ignored. Equality of
educational opportunity has never been a central concern
put on the agenda of both policy and academic circles.

In the light of some existing sources and previous studies,
this paper aims to review the situation of differential
educational opportunitiesin Hong Kong and some related
studies. Despite the implementation of universal
education for nearly twenty years, an increase in
educational opportunities did not result in an equal
sharing of the opportunities or a reduction of inequality.
In fact, differences and inequalities along different levels
of school still persist in the current Hong Kong
educational system, which are closely related to the
factors like class, family background, gender and the like.

A review of local educational studies shows that they are
till very impoverished and fragmentary, when compared
with those studies conducted in Europe, America and
Taiwan. It is urged that local studies in future should
target the following issues: (1) exploring the situation of
different distribution of educational opportunities; (2)
inquiring the causes of these differences;, and (3)
analyzing various educational reforms and policies as well
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as explicating their direct and indirect long-lasting
influences on the distribution of educational
opportunities. A great responsibility of scholars in
education is to explore the causes and situation of the
differences and inequalities of educational opportunities
with regard to the notion of equality of educational
opportunity, identifying and eliminating the socia barriers,
and in turn towards a reduction of differences and
inequalities of opportunities and a promotion of social
justice.
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