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The Image Construction and Development Trends of Universities
in the Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area:
Based on Thematic Analysis on the News Homepage of M University

Fang-Ting CHEN & Sou-Kuan VONG

Abstract

Under the influence of neoliberalism, contemporary universities have established a new
management order based on market competition. Consequently, image construction has become
a vital task for universities. Higher education cooperation in the Guangdong—Hong Kong—
Macao Greater Bay Area has reached unprecedented closeness amid a diverse society and
complex educational context. The construction of the university image in this region is not merely
an administrative concern, but also reflects the new development direction of regional higher
education resource competition, linkage, and its positioning in global higher education
development. This study adopted thematic analysis to examine the news content of homepage of
University M, located in the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area, pertaining to
one of the Special Administrative Regions, aiming to explore contemporary university image
construction characteristics. The research examined the characteristics of contemporary
university image construction, identity recognition, and future developmental opportunities for
universities within the economic and social framework of the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao
Greater Bay Area and national policy direction. Findings reveal that M University 's image
construction showcased a multifaceted identity in the “Global-National-Local (Glonacal)”
dimension, with its development closely intertwined with that of the Guangdong—Hong Kong—
Macao Greater Bay Area. While highlighting the global benchmark of universities and the
characteristics of regional development driven by the country, it may also bring many challenges
at different levels, such as resource allocation and identity recognition in local social needs.

Keywords: Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area; image construction; identity
recognition in higher education institutions; global higher education discourse;
neoliberalism
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