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A Study on the Cohesion of Texts in the
Teaching of Modern Reading Texts in Hong Kong Junior Forms

Yin-Chu CHEUNG

Abstract

In Hong Kong secondary schools, the Chinese texts were changed from prescribed texts
model teaching to unit-based theme teaching, then to the combination of thematic and model text
teaching. But no matter how the curriculum has reformed, texts teaching is still the core of the
whole curriculum, which is closely linked to students’ reading abilities. The general teaching
mode of texts progresses bottom-up from words to phrases to sentences to paragraphs to text,
which can give a perception of “not seeing the wood for the trees. ” Text teaching should analyze
the linguistic features of a text in levels. Levels include the grammatical cohesion level, the
lexical cohesion level, and the paragraph cohesion level. Levels can bridge the text elements and
take a cohesive role. Based on systemic functional linguistic framework, this article analyzed the
teaching of anaphora, ellipsis, substitution, conjunction, repetition, similarity, superordinate and
hyponymy, part-whole relation and collocation in junior-form modern reading texts, and
implemented the meaning of textual cohesion and coherence. In textual analysis and teaching,
emphasizing the level of grammatical cohesion and lexical cohesion can cut off the teaching of
language and separate text into the function of coherent expression. Therefore, this article put
forward the suggestion of teaching induction, with a view to prompt Chinese language teachers
to think about introducing cohesion theory into reading teaching. The cohesion analysis of texts
has obvious advantages in modern narrative texts teaching, but there are limitations in its
applicability to different learning stages and style texts.

Keywords: Chinese language; reading teaching; texts teaching; cohesion theory; textual
grammar
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