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Two-year-old Children With Special Needs Going to School: Implementing
Individualized Education Program Through Parent-Teacher Collaboration

Chiou-Shiue KO

Abstract

In this qualitative study, family-centered principles and mesosytem of the ecological systems
theory from Bronfenbrenner were considered. This study explored parent—teacher collaboration
through implementing individualized education program (IEP) involving two early childhood
special education (ECSE) teachers and four parents of two-year-old children with special needs,
as well as the influence on the children, parents, and ECSE teachers. Data were collected from
individual in-depth interviews of parents of children with special needs, observations, IEP
meetings, team meetings, IEP documents, monthly records for IEP, achievement rates of IEP
goals, family strengths and needs form, routines-based interview form, and the researcher diary.
Data triangulation was used to establish the trustworthiness of the study. Research results show
that after more than a year of collaboration, parents could implement IEP goals at home and
their parenting skills were improved. The learning of all four children has progressed, and
achievement rates of IEP goals were enhanced. The better the support link in the mesosystem
formed by parent-teacher collaboration, the more progress the children made. ECSE teachers
could also achieve professional growth, and gradually understood the strengths of families and
the needs of parents. This article also provided insightful suggestions according to the research
results.

Keywords: two-year-old children with special needs; individualized education program;
parent-teacher collaboration
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