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Paradigms of Curriculum Research:
Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Research

Ping-Kwan FOK & Jingjing HU

Abstract

The paradigms of curriculum research have been the major concern of many researchers.
Some researchers suggest the integration of quantitative and qualitative curriculum research
paradigms for supplementing each other. This article aims at discussing the suggestion on their
integration. First, the article gives a brief introduction of curriculum paradigms, and analyzes
the differences between quantitative and qualitative research paradigms. Then, it will discuss
the integration of the two research paradigms in three aspects: (a) integrating the essence of
qualitative and quantitative research; (b) the feasibility of constructive realism; and (c) the
nature of research content. The article concludes that it is an attractive attempt to integrate the
two paradigms, but it is hard to deal with the differences between their basic philosophies.

Keywords: curriculum; paradigm; quantitative research; qualitative research



