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On National Identity
Kwan-Choi TSE

Abstract

Against the background of the controversies over patriotism and national education in Hong
Kong during a period of political transition, this article examines some major arguments
concerning the pros and cons of national identity (with patriotism also included). The debates at
stake are discussed in light of conceptual clarification, empirical analysis, and normative
justifications. Conceptual clarification is conducted on two groups of key concepts: nation and
identity in the usage of Chinese and English. And the five major arguments in favor of the
extrinsic and intrinsic values of national identity are discussed one by one. This article concludes
that some arguments for national identity are supported, albeit with certain modifications.

Keywords: identity; state; nation; patriotism; national education



