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Building Trust and Collaboration in Home-School Partnership
Esther Sui-Chu HO

Abstract

There has been a growing interest in the study of social trust among
contemporary social scientists in the field of sociology, political science,
economics, psychology, and anthropology (Coleman, 1990; Delhey & Newton,
2003; Huang, 2003; Newton, 2004; Putnam, 1993, 2000). In the context of
education, trust is not only a means but also an end of school improvement and
reform (Brown, 1998; Bryk & Schneider, 2002; Meier, 2002; Moye, Henkin, &
Egley, 2005). Under the recent waves of reforms that center on decentralization,
privatization, accountability and voucher scheme, reformers advocate that
home-school collaboration can enhance trust among students, parents and
teachers, which in turn would improve school climate and school effectiveness
(Adams & Christenson, 1998, 2000; Epstein, 1990). This article aims to clarify
the nature of trust teachers have toward students and parents, to examine the
relationship between collaboration and trust in home-school partnership, and to
analyze the possible impact of home-school collaboration and trust on school
effectiveness.





