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Critical Reflections on Curriculum Design and
Instructional Strategies of Liberal Studies:
Preparation for Junior and New Senior
Secondary Liberal Studies

CHIU Chi-shing & MAK Kwan-wing

Abstract

As stipulated in The New Academic Structure for Senior Secondary
Education and Higher Education — First Stage Consultation
Report by the Education and Manpower Bureau in 2005, all
senior secondary school students will take Liberal Studies as a
compulsory subject by 2009, and be assessed in 2012. In response
to the change, different approaches on curriculum and instructional
design for Liberal Studies are being practiced in both junior and
senior secondary levels. These valuable experiences have to be
consolidated so as to lay the foundation for New Senior Secondary
Liberal Studies (NSSLS) curriculum. This article consists of two
main parts. The first part focuses on the discussion of the current
preparation and the design of Liberal Studies at junior level; the
critical factors in alignment with the senior level will also be
revealed. The second part proposes two approaches for the
curriculum and instructional design in NSSLS for a better
preparation for this new discipline.
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