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I Research Programmes

Research Programme in Counselling and
Guidance

Principal Investigator: Seung-ming Leung

Objectives

The Research Programme in Counselling and Guidance aims to
achieve three major objectives:

1. To examine contextual and cultural factors influencing the
application of counselling in Chinese communities.

2. To examine models and strategies of delivering counselling and
guidance services in Hong Kong schools.

3. To collaborate with schools and the education community to
provide counselling and guidance services/training to students,
parents, and teachers.

On-going Initiatives
Research and Scholarship

Theories and practice in counselling and guidance are mostly
developed in the Western world and should not be “imported”
or “transferred” to another culture without adaptations. The
adaptations should take into consideration the characteristics of
the cultural contexts (e.g., social, political, educational) as well
as the diverse needs of individuals and their communities. In
addition to adapting existing models and frameworks, research
in counselling and guidance should seek to understand the
culture-specific or indigenous aspects of helping within Chinese
culture, so that what has been developed and used historically
within Chinese communities to promote mental health and
well-being could be identified and delineated. Meanwhile, even
though counselling and guidance are still developing in Chinese
communities as a new discipline, there are many ways that

the international community could benefit from the knowledge
and experience generated in our local regions. With the above
considerations in mind, a number of scholarly publications have
been generated in the past three years to address the development
of counselling in Chinese regions, focusing on themes such as
indigenization, internationalization, multiculturalism, and
cultural adaptations (e.g., Leung & Chen, 2009%).

Training and Development

This current year (2010—2011) is the fourth year that the Hong
Kong Education Bureau commissioned the operation of 100-hour
Certificate Course in “Career Education for Secondary School
Teachers”. In each of the four years, about 40 secondary teachers
received training in career guidance and education, with a focus

* Leung, S. A., & Chen, P. W. (2009). Counseling psychology in Chinese
communities in Asia: Indigenous, multicultural, and cross-cultural
considerations. The Counseling Psychologist, 37(7), 944—966.

on equipping secondary guidance teachers
with foundation knowledge and competence
in helping students on career and life
planning issues. This is a very meaningful
endeavour as it serves to enhance the
capacities of secondary school teachers to
develop effective school programmes in
career guidance and education.

Another major initiative is a project

in collaboration with the Hong Kong
Association of Careers Masters and
Guidance Masters where a Web-based
career assessment platform is created.
Students who participated in this project
received an individualized career interest
test report, and teachers are trained to
help students understand the report as
well as to develop action plans to further
explore their career and educational
directions. During the 2009-2010
academic year, about 30 schools and 3,000
students were served. In the 2010-2011
academic year, more than 50 schools and
7,000 students are expected to enrol and
benefit from this programme. The platform
also serves as a source of empirical data
where the validity and reliability of career
assessment tools could be examined.

A third on-going initiative is the
experimental counselling and guidance
service organized in collaboration with
partner schools. Through this development
project, we have been offering counselling
services to students, parents, and

teachers for ten years. Since 2008, the
service has been expanded to include
students with varying special educational,
emotional, and behavioural needs.
Through this service, we have been able

to (a) serve the educational community
through the services provided; (b) offer
counselling trainees the opportunities to
integrate theory and practice under close
supervision; and (c) explore models of
helping that are effective and relevant in a

@

Chinese cultural context.
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I Conferences, Seminars and Public Lectures

PISA 2009 Result Release School Seminar

Reading, Mathematical and Scientific Literacy of Hong Kong Students:
From PISA 2000+ to PISA 2009

In parallel with the international release of PISA 2009 results in December 2010, Hong Kong Centre
for International Student Assessment (HKPISA Centre) will organize a seminar for schools on the

performance of Hong Kong students in the assessment.

In this seminar, the research team members will report on students’ cognitive and affective
performance in Reading, Mathematics and Science in PISA 2009 and analyze the contextual factors
influencing students’ performance. Moreover, the trend of performance across the previous four cycles
of PISA (2000+, 2003, 2006, 2009) will also be discussed. The areas of strengths and weaknesses

of students will be highlighted so that educators will know what areas they might help students to

improve.

The HKPISA Centre will also introduce the new features of HKPISA School Data Enquiry System
(SDES), the online database where schools participating in PISA may access their own data of previous
cycles for reference in strategic planning and self-evaluation exercises. In addition, schools that
participated in PISA 2009 may collect their confidential school reports on the day of the seminar.

Secondary school principals and teachers, as well as academics and relevant government officials are
cordially invited to attend this important event. Information and registration material of the seminar

will be sent to schools in November. Details of the seminar are as follows:

Date: 14 December 2010 (Tuesday)
Time: 2:00—5:30 p.m.
Venue: Lecture Theatre 1, Teaching Building at Chak Cheung Street, CUHK
(by the side of University Station, next to Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Sha Tin)

Details will also be posted in the Centre’s Website (http://www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/~hkpisa/).
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I Research and Development Centres

Hong Kong Centre for the Development of Educational Leadership

Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Practice in Hong Kong Classrooms

The School Development and Evaluation
Team (SDET) has been conducting AfLL
studies since 2008 (Pang & Leung, 2008).
The study in 2010 attempts to explore
Hong Kong teachers’ habit in using AfL
skills and techniques in 10 primary schools
and 10 kindergartens participating in a
Quality Education Fund project “From
Assessment for Learning to Promoting
Self-regulated Learning in Early Childhood
Education (Kindergarten & Lower Primary
Levels)” (Pang & Leung, 2010). The study
was conducted from April to June 2010
during the second year of the project. The
participants were 34 teachers from the

10 kindergartens and 10 primary schools.
Similar to the study in 2009, one School
Development Officer was assigned to
conduct class observations (IN = 34) in each
school to observe whether the teachers
had used any AfL teaching strategies (e.g.,
informing teaching objectives, informing
success criteria, effective questioning,
observations, quality feedback, self-
assessment, peer assessment, collecting
learning evidence, and teacher reflections)
in the lessons against a 5-point scale (“0”
for not using the technique, “1” for weak,
“2” for satisfactory, “3” for good, and “4” for
excellent).

The results of the present study indicate
that all the AfL teaching strategies

were well utilized (mean > 2.50) by

the participating schools as a whole,
particularly in the areas of “observations”,
“peer assessment”’, “collecting learning
evidence”, and “teacher reflections” (mean

> 3.00) (see Figure 1).

It could be interpreted that the project
has a positive impact on teachers of the

Figure 1. Comparison of AfL Strategies Used Between Kindergarten
Teachers and Primary School Teachers in the 2010 study

4.00
. Kindergarten (n = 17) D Primary school (n = 17)
3.50
3.30 3.32
3.18 3.13
303 287 583 P20 30159, 286 3,00 3.00
3.00 - -
2.74
2.58
2.00 |
1.00 o
S E 8 3 g =] £ g ] £ £ =]
g 3 3 = S s = Z g 5 3 5
3 & 273 Z z 3 ] 2 s 2 o
= 2 o0 © Q ) & 2 4 - '3 =
en © =) = 7] > 17} @ e o e
g g s = Z i ] g =
=l £ o e} = b= s k31 15}
g =) 54 E 3 = 3] 3
= S 2 =} » 2 =2 o
< = k31 o & 3 s
=} — o = o
= & @) e
o
*p<.05

participating schools through promoting the importance of AfLL

in classrooms. Also, through the training programme and whole-
school workshops organized by the project, teachers’ awareness
and competence of AfL strategies have been enhanced to a certain

extent.

It is interesting to note that primary school teachers are more
inclined to share the success criteria of the task(s) with their
students and incorporate peer assessment in their lessons than
kindergarten teachers. It can be interpreted that kindergarten
teachers may perceive that it is rather difficult for them to explain
the success criteria to younger children owing to the children’s
limited vocabulary. Similar reason may contribute to the
significant difference in incorporating peer assessment between
kindergarten and primary school classes, where kindergarten
teachers may assume that the toddlers may not be able to make
comments on their classmates’ work or performance owing to a

lack of vocabulary.

In terms of “collecting learning evidence” in the lessons,
kindergarten teachers seem to use this AfL strategy more often
than primary school teachers. It may be due to the fact that
the Education Bureau (2009) has highly recommended having
assessments based on continuous observations, where evidence
for students’ achievement or progress made in various aspects
should be collected or recorded. Thus it is rather legitimate for
kindergarten teachers to incorporate this AfL strategy in their

lessons than their counterparts in the primary schools. On the
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other hand, because of the large class size and packed
curriculum, it is rather difficult for primary school
teachers to make observations for individual students
in class; therefore, they may mainly rely on test

and examination results to evaluate their students’
progress.

Implications of the Study

The findings of the present research have the following
implications for educators. For kindergarten teachers,
it is important to encourage them to share the success
criteria verbally to the youngsters and demonstrate the
task(s) to them so that they can have a clear concept

of the task requirements. Where possible, teachers can
select some samples of students’ work from previous
years and explain to the young children in what ways
the samples are considered a piece of good work. Most
importantly, teachers should teach the necessary
vocabulary for peer assessment, which is supposed to
be useful for students to describe or comment on others’
work.

For primary school heads, it would be feasible for

the school management and curriculum designers to
review the existing curriculum and make subsequent
adjustments so that teachers can afford to spend more
time observing students’ progress for further informing

learning and teaching.

Finally, the findings from this study show that both
kindergarten and primary school teachers have
generally demonstrated a considerable improvement
in their AfLL competence during the project. It would
be beneficial if similar professional development
programmes or training sessions could be provided for
practising teachers as well as student teachers.

References
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Centre for the Advancement of Information Technology in Education

In the past few months, the Centre for the Learning 2010, in collaboration with the Chinese Society for

Advancement of Information Technology Inquiry Learning and the Guangzhou Education Bureau. The

in Education (CAITE) continued its conference was successfully held on 24—26 August 2010 in
contributions to the promotion of IT in Guangzhou. More than 300 participants from Hong Kong, Macau,
Education to schools inside and outside Taiwan, and the Chinese mainland were inspired by the keynote
Hong Kong, particularly in the following speeches of Prof. Bernie Dodge of San Diego State University,

two areas. Prof. Chi-Syan Lin of University of Tainan, and Prof. Qingchao Ke

of South China Normal University. As a satellite of the conference
Inquiry Learning programme, three workshops related to the innovative use of IT

. . in Inquiry Learning were conducted. The workshops were well-
Eiﬁfy?:iﬁ?ggﬁ:;i; f}]:;nll;(;inrfonths, received by audience. To further extend its influence in the global
. ] Chinese communities, CAITE will host the conference in the
by collab?ratlng with partners frorr% t'he campus of The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2011.
commercial sector, and by co-organizing

a conference for the global Chinese. A

seminar entitled “21C Educators Academy” Game-based Collaborative Learning Platform

was co-facilitated by CAITE, Apple Inc., “Project-based Learning for Hong Kong—Taiwan School Pairs
and Wiseman Education on on a Game-based Collaborative Learning Platform” is a project
29-30 July 2010. More than 50 local launched by CAITE to enhance students’ interest in collaborative
teachers and school administrators inquiry learning and to promote cultural exchange between
attended the seminar and they shared students in Hong Kong and Taipei. With the support of the
the inspiring keynote speeches and Department of Education of Taipei City Government, a group
practical digital lessons given by renowned | of Taipei students came to Hong Kong to meet their learning
practitioners and researchers. partners on 27—-29 May 2010. Students from Taipei were
impressed by the sharing sessions and welcome activities in their
In addition, CAITE has co-organized the partner schools. Because of the great success, CAITE will continue
Global Chinese Conference on Inquiry the project in Taipei and extend it to Beijing this year.

;: More than 50 local
‘ teachers and school

Students from

Hong Kong and administrators

attended the
“21C Educators

Academy” seminar.

Taiwan were
making a thermal 18
bottle together
during the visit in §
May 2010.

Principals, teachers,
and students from
Taipei visited Kwong
Ming Ying Loi
School in May 2010. Teachers were having a workshop about

inquiry learning.
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Hong Kong Centre for International Student Assessment

PISA 2012 in Hong Kong (Field Trial in April 2011) —
Inviting School Participation

HKPISA Centre has been commissioned by the Education Bureau
to implement the next cycle of PISA study (PISA 2012) in Hong
Kong. The field trial will take place in April and May 2011. As

a study of students’ readiness of participating in the society, the
design and content of PISA have been responsive to social and
technological progress. A significant development in this cycle is
the increased use of computer in assessment delivery. Specifically,
there will be computer-based assessment of reading, mathematics,
and problem-solving. Computer-based delivery of the assessment
has enabled interactivity between the student and the test items
which cannot otherwise be achieved in a paper-based task.
Moreover, an online version of School Questionnaire will also be
available internationally. With these and other developments, we
will be able to provide participating schools and the community

with more relevant findings regarding student learning.

PISA 2009 in Hong Kong — Results Coming up

The international result release of PISA 2009 is scheduled in
December 2010. HKPISA Centre will correspondingly disseminate
the Hong Kong results. A seminar will be organized for schools,
particularly for those that participated in PISA 2009. Some
interesting preliminary findings have already been reported in
the Centre’s newsletter. For example, we have reported students’
reading habit (December 2009) and parental involvement in
students’ learning (June 2010). In the November 2010 issue,

we will report on how students think about their education and
career. For details, please visit the Centre’s website (http:/
www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/~hkpisa/).

Prof. Evelyn Man
discussed with
teachers in a
workshop.

The three PISA guidebooks for teachers.

HKPISA Organized Teacher
Professional Development
Programmes

HKPISA Centre has organized a series

of seminars and workshops for teachers
of Chinese, English and Mathematics
respectively. The seminars were

to introduce the PISA assessment
frameworks to teachers and the
workshops further empowered them with
skills to design assessment tasks based
on the frameworks. In parallel with the
activities, we have published a series of
PISA guidebooks for teachers ( (¥ % %
HEPfh - S A AE A BIRFRAE ST B M BUR )
The Assessment of Reading Literacy:
Learning from PISA; The Assessment of
Mathematical Literacy: Learning from
PISA). We would like to thank the Quality
Education Fund for its sponsorship.

HKPISA HKPISA HKPISA I'IKPIS:A

The Fourth
HKPISA Report:
PISA 2009.

&
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