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Misuse and Misunderstanding of Education

Performance Indicators:
A Critique on the Culture of Performance-

Indicator and League-Table Cult

Tsang Wing-kwong

(Abstract)

In recent months (March and April 2000), debates con-
cerning the accuracy, implications and applicability of
educational performance indicators have emerged within
the policy forum of the Hong Kong education system.
In March a debate concerning the accuracy of the
MIGA (Medium of Instruction Grouping Assessment)
emerged. It also led to the contention on the appropri-
ateness of releasing the MIGA to the parents concerned.
Then in April the debate triggered by the issue of the
Secondary School Profiles emerged. The focus of
contention is concerned the accuracy of Value Added
Index and appropriateness of issuing them to the public.
These two policies and the debates around them dem-
onstrate vividly how educational performance indica-
tors have been misused and misunderstood by local edu-
cators, especially government officials. The debates
have also revealed an implicit policy orientation at work
within the Hong Kong schooling system in recent years.
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The policy orientation in point can be characterized as a
search for accurate performance indicators, an empha-
sis on accountability and consumer sovereignty, and a
cult of the efficiency of the market. In this paper, I shall
make use of the MIGA and the Value Added Index as
empirical illustrations to analyze and criticize this edu-
cation policy orientation. I shall first discuss the debate
relating the MIGA and then the contention concerning
the Value Added Index.
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