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The Curriculum Reform in Secondary 4-3 Chemistry:

From Education for Examiration to Quality Education

PANG Sun-keung, Nicholas

{Abstract)

Since the implementation of the 9-year compulsory
education in 1978 in Hong Kong, the education system
has been expanding tremendously and is changing from
elitism to egalitarianism. Its structure has been transiting
from pyramidal to trapezium. As the government
consistently pays its effort to expand the places in
secondary and tertiary education, the opportunity of
further study is greatly increased. It was until the end
of the 1980s, the government was able to turn its
attentions from the provision of education to promoting
the quality of education. In the 1990s, there were a few
quality education reforms, for example, the School
Management Initiatives {(1991), the Hong Kong Aims
of Education (1993), the Review of 9-year Compulsory
Education (1997) and the Education Comunission
Reports Nos. 4-7 (1990s). In this paper, the author
attempted to delineate how the Hong Kong education

shifts its focus from “education for examination” to
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“quality education” in the last two decades, illustrated
with the curriculum reform in Secondary 4-5 Chemistry
Sylabus. The very meanings of “educational quality,”
“education for examination” and “quality education”
were expounded and some of the problems in the further
development of Hong Kong education in the near future

were also discussed.
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