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Where Do We Start? Where Are We Heading?
In Search of an Empirical Foundation for the
Framework for Education Reform

Tsang Wing-kwong

(Abstract)

In the document entitled Review of Education
System: Framework for Education Reform, the
Education Commission has outlined a comprehensive
proposa for the reform of the Hong Kong education
system. However, to my surprise, the Education
Commission has not provided any empirical diagnosis
or evidence to justify why Hong Kong education
system should be reformed according to their design
and not otherwise. As in most public policy reform, it
should begin with a diagnosis of the status quo of the
policy environment, which the reform is about to
intervene. To this aim, this paper will provide an

empirical diagnosis of the Hong Kong schooling system.

Based on empirical findings generated in local research
in recent years, | shal highlight that there are three
sdient features in Hong Kong schooling system, which
must be addressed by the reform-prone Education
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Commission. These features are (1) the segregated
litistic secondary school system, (2) the accumulating
and amplifying differentials in students academic
achievement, and (3) an intensive examination-drilling
culture. | shall argue that these three features have
formed a triangular vicious cycle, which has caused
devastating effects on the schooling process and more
importantly on the well beings of students and teachers
for the last twenty years. Based upon these empirical
findings, | shal put forth my proposa for the reform
of the Hong Kong education system.
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