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On Value Education and
Hong Kong Educational Reform
— A Philosophical and Cultural Reflection

L AU Kwok-keung
(Abstract)

This paper maintains that educational reform in Hong
Kong should include the re-establishment of value
education. The many problems of Hong Kong education
have their root in the monistic value orientation of the
people of the whole society — people only treasure
utilitarian value. Thisleadsto the unbalance in education in
which value and humanistic education such as moral
education, art education, and religious education are being
neglected. Educational unbalance is a universa
phenomenon which is caused by the biased development of
philosophy and culture of our age. Moral, aesthetic, and
religious values have been driven to the realm of unreality
by Positivism, Emotivism, Utilitarianism, Pragmatism in
philosophy and the cosmology of Physicalism and
Mechanicism in science. The culture of our age thus
becomes materialistic, sensate, external, economical, and
rationally instrumental. However, the cumulating crises of
our times foretells the decay and death of the sensate
culture and the advent of a new culture which means that
any adequate educational reform should not oversee the
coming new turn.
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