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The Poverty and Inequality in the Policy of
English-Medium Secondary School Allocation:
Re-contemplating the Policy of Medium of

Instruction in Hong Kong Secondary Schools

TSANG Wing-kwong

(Abstract)

One of the most obvious pitfalls of the Medium of Instruction
Guidance for Secondary Schools is that it has institutionalized
the prestigious status of English as medium of instruction (EMI).
It has further worsened the situation by granting this prestigious
status only to a handful of secondary schools. As a result, it has
constituted a strong sense of elitism within the schooling system
of Hong Kong. As the permission to use EMI was finally
granted to the 114 fortunate schools, an unequal and unjust
phenomenon has also taken shape quietly within the Hong
Kong secondary school system. The phenomenon in point is
that school places permitted to use EMI, that is, a common
preference held by Hong Kong parents, are insufficiently,
unequally and unjustly distributed among the 18 school districts

in the Secondary School Allocation Scheme.

In this paper, I shall present my analysis of the data generated
from the Secondary School Tables of the 18 School Districts in
the Secondary School Allocation Scheme. Through the
analysis, I shall substantiate the insufficient and unequal
phenomenon mentioned above. Hence, in the following pages
I shall, first, explicate the structure of the data under analysis.
Then I shall analyze the regional inequality in the distribution
of school places permitted to use EMI. Third, I shall analyze
the insufficient supply of EMI-school places in the whole
Secondary School Allocation Scheme. Fourth, [ shall

substantiate that there is a kind of sponsored selection



mechanism working beneath the distribution of EMI-school
places. Such a mechanism is basically a violation of the
principle of meritocracy. Fifth, I shall validate that the present
distribution of EMI-school places also constitutes an
inequality of opportunity between the sexes. Sixth, based on
these analyses, I shall argue that the policy design stipulated in
the MOI Guideline is basically at fault. I shall then propose a
solution to the problem. Finally, I shall argue that the
insufficiency and inequality of EMI-school places is a
violation of the principle of justice. Hence, the policy
stipulated in the MOI Guideline is in essence an unjust
education policy.
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