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From Exclusionary Elitism to
Segregated  Elitism: The  Latent
Structure of the Development of
9-Year Compulsory Education in
Hong Kong

TSANG Wing-kwong

(Abstract)

In March 1997, the Broad of Education issued the Report on Review of
9-year Compulsory Education. It claims “to conduct an in-depth review
on the existing 9-year free and compulsory education” (p. vii). The
report has identified “four major areas of concern” to be addressed.
They are: (1) existence of wide individual differences in the same class;
(2) effectiveness of learning in the classroom; (3) pupils with learning
or behavioral problems; and (4) undesirable washback effects of the
Academic Aptitude Test (p. viii). Apart from its concerns for classroom
teaching, students and testing, the report has failed to offer any review
on the institutional and structural aspects of 9-year compulsory
education. Moreover, it has failed to touch on the core of policy
problem pertaining to free and compulsory education, that is, can 9-year
compulsory education provide equal and just school education to all
student cohort within the compulsory- education age, especially those

who have been identified as the socially disadvantaged?

This article aims to assess the 9-year compulsory education from
institutional and structural perspectives, and more specifically to
evaluate whether the policy has provided Hong Kong students,
especially the socially disadvantaged, equal and just school education.
To these aims, I shall, first of all, explicate briefly a conceptual

framework to be used in assessing compulsory education at institutional
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and structural levels. Then, I shall argue that the compulsory education,
which has been implemented by the Hong Kong Government for nearly
twenty years, has totally ignored issues on equity and equality of
educational opportunity. I shall substantiate that what has happened in
Hong Kong schooling system for the past twenty years is but a
placement of the elitist schooling system, which I characterize it as
exclusionary elitism, with another type of elitist schooling system,
which I designate as segregated elitism. Finally, I shall elaborate the
influences of the segregated elitism on Hong Kong education system. I
shall argue that segregated elitism has not only failed to enhance the
educational opportunities of students of low ability and socially
disadvantaged. It has also perpetuated or even augmented their
unfavorable situations with the education system. Furthermore, I shall
illustrate that segregated elitism would also bring harmful effects to

Hong Kong schooling system at large as well as its economy.



