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A Critical Inquiry on the Scarcity of the Narratives on the
Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong (1941-1945) Found in the Textbooks of the
Subjects of Chinese History and History from Colonial Hong Kong

Ka-Chai TAM

Abstract

This article enquired how the textbooks of the subjects of Chinese History and History for
the Hong Kong secondary schools had presented the Fall of Hong Kong (1941-1945) during the
Post-World War Il British Colonial Rule (1945-1997). After collecting all available textbooks
found in the libraries of Hong Kong, as well as the archival materials of the Hong Kong colonial
government, it is obvious that the problem of absorbing the Fall of Hong Kong or not happened
mainly in the lower form secondary textbooks of the two history subjects. The developmental
trend of the inclusion of the topic could be described as from completely ignoring, to discussing
in the footnotes, photos, and the teacher’s manuals, and to eventually putting these issues into the
text in the few years before the Handover. Buttressed by interviews with important stakeholders,
the key observation to the reasons behind the silence of the history textbooks on those main
local historical events during World War Il is that there was no official policies of the colonial
government to hide the embarrassing defeats of the British Empire from the newer generations of
Hong Kong; rather, it was more possible the result of Sino-centrism and self-censorship of the
textbook authors. Thanks to the strong demand of inclusion of local topics to the secondary
history education in the 1990s, which is arguably the result of the awakening of the Hong Kong
citizens to discover their ownership to the future Special Administrative Region, the Fall has
finally incorporated into the history education in Hong Kong.

Keywords: the Fall of Hong Kong; Japanese Occupation; local history; Chinese history; history
textbooks
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