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Reflection on Homeschooling in Taiwan — A Case Study of Two Families

Li-Chi CHEN, Tzu-Hua WANG, Yu-Li SUN

Abstract

Focus group interviews were conducted with six participants — two parents, two elementary
school students, and two junior high school students — from two households in Hsinchu with
different attitudes towards school, respectively, to investigate their homeschooling experience.
Interview results were analyzed using a content analysis method. The findings revealed that
the reason for homeschooling lied in parents’ doubts on the existing education system.
Homeschooling enabled them to cultivate character development and self-directed learning
abilities in children. At present, the application procedure for homeschooling in Taiwan needs
to be simplified, and school assistance and government support should be further enhanced.
With respect to the effectiveness and advantages of learning, homeschooling transcends the
standardized education framework to encompass personalized courses. Such diversified
education facilitates development of self-learning and self-studying habit in students, equipping
them with problem-solving abilities to overcome future challenges and predicaments. The
government is suggested to improve the homeschooling system by establishing a homeschooling
teacher database, homeschooling curriculum resource system, parents’ support system, learning
resource system for students, and a support mechanism for student ’s return to school.

Keywords: experimental education; non-school type experimental education; homeschooling
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