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Affirming the Religious Dimension of Citizenship Education:
Hong Kong Christian Community’s Discourse in Response to the
School Subject “Moral and National Education”

Thomas Kwan-Choi TSE

Abstract

The relationship between religious education and politics has long been debated. Against
the backdrop of the Hong Kong government’s proposal to introduce Moral and National
Education as a compulsory subject in primary and secondary schools and the related
controversies, this article outlined the development of Christian education in Hong Kong, and
then analyzed the discourse of local Christian communities in response to the proposed new
subject. Three salient themes commonly revealed in the Christian discourse were: (a) two
kingdoms and plural Christian and secular identities; (b) conditional patriotism; (c) universal
values as proper virtues and aims of education. These themes carry broader theoretical and
practical implications concerning the issues of national identity, the relationship between
religious and secular identity, and the nature of education, including its aims and pedagogy. And

they could elucidate the positive roles of the religious dimension for citizenship education.

Keywords: religious education;, Christian education;, Hong Kong; patriotism; citizenship

education
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