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Deliberating on Conceptions of Curriculum and Instruction:
An Analysis of Scholastic Applications

Ping-Kwan FOK & Hin-Wah WONG

Abstract

During the past ten years, scholars have inquired into the concepts of “curriculum” and
“teaching” with great efforts. In general, some scholars advocate teaching embodying
curriculum, some regard curriculum embracing teaching, and some suggest that they are
parallel concepts with close relationship. A few scholars proactively integrate “curriculum’ and
“teaching,” aiming to provide a better understanding on their relationships. However, the
discussions of these scholars are only conceptual ones without research elements. This article
aims to inquire scholars’ understanding of the two concepts through their actual usage and to
distinguish the differences between the concepts. The article consists of three parts. First, it
summarizes the scholastic views on these two concepts. Then, it identifies the differences
between these concepts from their application by scholars. Finally, concluding comments will be
made. This article finds that scholars have different concerns when using “curriculum” and
“teaching.” The authors regard the inquiry of curriculum as having a broader scope than the
inquiry of teaching. Whereas “teaching™ focuses on the inquiry of learners and teachers at the
classroom level, “curriculum™ focuses on the inquiry of shaping education content at various
levels like the system level, the regional level, and the school level.

Keywords: curriculum; teaching; learning
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